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►  The  "Original  Town"  of  Chillicothe,  Illinois  was  platted  and  filed  in  the  Peoria  County 
Recorder's  Office  by  Samuel  T.  McKean  in  1834.  The  town  consisted  of  four  blocks,  parallel 
to  the  Illinois  River.  There  were  three  east/west  streets,  Elm,  Walnut  and  Pine  and  three  north/ 
south  streets  Water,  First,  and  Second.  The  town's  name  is  derived  from  the  first  Chillicothe 
town  located  in  Ross  County,  Ohio,  which  is  a  native  Indian  word  meaning  "meeting"  or 

gathering"  place. 

In  1836,  a  second  plat  of  the  Town  of  Chillicothe  was  filed  at  Peoria,  which  has  caused  some 
confusion.  The  second  plat  is  the  first  Addition  to  the  Town  of  Chillicothe  and  is  known  as  the 
Jameson  Harrison  and  Joseph  Hart  Addition.  The  Addition  adds  thirty-eight  blocks  plus  a 
public  square  to  the  Original  Town.  The  Addition  expanded  the  town  north  from  Pine  Street  to 
Truitt  Street  to  Sixth  Street.  The  east  on  the  Section  line  to  Elm  Street  and  Second  Street; 
Jameson  paid  McKean  $1200  for  the  land.  ($30,600  in  2012  CPI  dollars) 


►  In  1920,  George  Pelini  and  three  fellow  Italian  immigrants,  Amadeus  Giuliani,  Joseph  Coletta  | 
and  Edward  Busnardo  established  the  White  Star  Bus  Line  to  provide  bus  service  between 
Chillicothe  and  Peoria.  The  line's  first  successful  route  was  Peoria  to  Ottawa,  Illinois.  The  bus 
line  ran  until  it  was  bought  out  by  Peoria  Charter  Coach  Company  in  1958.  The  peak  round  trip 
Chillicothe  to  Peoria  runs  per  day  was  20.  Some  of  the  drivers  over  the  years  were  George 
Pelini,  Mel  Pelini,  Walter  Zilm,  Clarence  Sefried,  Dale  Stoner,  Joe  Coletta,  Glen  Sarver 


►  The  Rock  Island  Railroad  runs  parallel  to  Third  Street  and  was  constructed  in  1854  by 
the  PeoriaS  Bureau  Valley  Railroad  (P&BVRR).  The  first  train  to  enter  Peoria  was  from  this 
company  in  1854,  the  only  train  it  ever  ran.  In  February  1855,  the  P&BV  RR  leased  the 
entire  facility  to  the  Chicago  Rock  Island  and  Pacific  RR  (C.R.I. P.  RR)  in  perpetuity  for  the 
sum  of  $250,000  per  year,  which  would  be  approximately  $5.75  million  in  2012  CPI  dollars. 

►  The  first  Rock  Island  depot  burned  down  in  the  summer  of  1889.  The  CRIPRR  built  the 
existing  depot  which  served  the  line  and  community  until  the 

Rock  Island  ceased  operations  in  1978.  The  Chillicothe  His- 
torical Society  acquired  the  derelict  depot  in  1981  and  refur- 
bished it  into  a  fine  Railroad  Museum. 


►  John  Wesley  McCulley,  a  Chillicothe  grocer  living  on  the  north  side  of  Truitt  Street  In  1884, 
with  his  wife  Emily  Thompson  McCulley,  adopted  their  oldest  son  Rolla's  sixteen  month  old 
boy,  William  Johnston  McCulley,  following  the  death  of  Rolla's  wife  Clarabelle.  Rolla  died  ten 
years  later  and  "Little  Willie"  was  raised  by  his  adoptive  parents.  William  Johnston  graduated 
from  Chillicothe  High  School  in  1901.  In  1919  "Johnston"  McCulley  wrote  the  five  part 
magazine  serial  "The  Curse  of  Capistrano""  for  Argosy  Magazine  and  sold  the  movie  rights 
to  Douglas  Fairbanks  Sr.  Fairbanks  who  changed  the  name  to  "The  Mark  of  Zorro."  The 
story  established  the  basis  for  the  credo  of  McCulley's  dual  identity,  masked  superhero, 
"Zorro".  Modern  day  superhero  story  writers  acknowledge  that  McCulley's  writing  has 
influenced  how  they  fashioned  their  superheroes. 


^  The  Chicago  Santa  Fe  and  California  Railway  Co. 

(CSCRwy)  later  becoming  the  ATSF,  began  buying  land 
across  Chillicothe  Township  approximately  three  quarters 
of  a  mile  north  of  the  Rl  depot  in  March  of  1887.  The  right 
of  way  (ROW)  including  land  for  a  depot,  roundhouse, 
maintenance  and  service  buildings,  rail  yard,  stock  pens 
and  gravel  pit  would  require  over  700  acres  at  a  price  of 
over  $95,000  which  would  equal  more  than  $37.3  million 
in  2012.  By  December  1887  the  Santa  Fe  Land  Company 
platted  and  filed  the  first  of  three  Additions  to  the  Town  of 
Chillicothe.  The  Second  and  Third  Additions  were  platted 
and  filed  in  February  1888  and  began  selling  real  estate 
lots  to  the  public.  The  plats  extended  from  the  south 
ROW  line  of  the  railway  south  to  Truitt  Street. 


Taste,  of  History 


>  In  the  Spring  of  1890,  the  residents  of  the  territory  owned  by  the  Santa  Fe  Land 
Company  north  of  Truitt  Street  petitioned  the  State  of  Illinois  to  organize  a  Village  to 
be  known  as  "The  Village  of  North  Chillicothe.  That  effort  was  successful  and  the 
Village  became  a  reality  on  April  14,  1890.  The  Village  of  North  Chillicothe  continued 
a  separate  unit  until  its  merger  with  the  City  of  Chillicothe  in  1970. 


Relative  Worth  over  time  is  derived  with  the  calculator  created  by  Lav^rence  H.  Officer  and  Samuel  H.  Williamson,  'The  Annual 
Consumer  Price  Index  for  the  United  States,  1774-2012,"  Measuring  Worth,  2013.URL:  http://www.measuringworth.com/uscpi/ 


►  The  first  movie  theater  in  Chillicothe 
was  established  in  the  building  now 
known  as  the  Bacon  Building  in  1908.  It 
was  named  The  Orpheum  and  showed 
silent  movies  and  boxing  match  reels. 
A  pianist  accompanied  many  features. 
Juanita  Swanson's  mother  played  the 
piano  at  that  movie  house.  Juanita  is  a 
Historical  Society  Founding  Member.  In 
1910,  the  Orpheum  moved  into  a  new 
building  built  as  a  movie  house  by  the 
George  Washington  Lodge  #222.  Several 
years  later  it  became  the  Majestic,  which 
later  became  the  Palace  Theater.  The 
Sunset  Theater  was  built  by  Elmer  Sturm 
in  1926,  opened  in  1927  and  became  the 
Town  Theater  in  1 946  when  Kerasotes 
Bros,  purchased  it.  The  "Town"  name  was 
chosen  through  a  mail-in  contest.  The 
winning  named  was  submitted  by 
Mrs.  Fred  (Flossie)  Harvey  who  won  a 
one  year  free  pass  to  the  theater. 


